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Blog + Video = Vlog Read the article and underline the main 
topic in each paragraph. Also underline at least one supporting detail in each 
paragraph. Then answer the questions. You may need to re-read the article to 
find the question. 

Vlogs are the new blogs. Vlogs are a visual medium. The only limitation is your ability to pro-
duce vlogs that are compelling, interesting and easily obtainable.
Blogs are sooo 2008! In the beginning, there was the written word. People started writing down 
their thoughts to share with those who cared to read them. It was called a blog because it's a re-
traction of the words "web log". Then came video. More than the words, video had the advantage 
of a visual and audio component. One day, bloggers discovered video, combined the two and 
soon the "vlog" was born. Before, what had to be described can now be shown. Editing in video, 
embedding links and special effects mean that vlogs can reach a whole new audience.

Say What?
Deciding your topic may seem easy at first, but think it through carefully. A general topic like 
"Cooking" is fine, but a bit broad for viewers to wrap their head around. Most people respond 
better to a more specific topic. In this case, "Outdoor Grilling". Make sure you have much to say 
about the topic, a one-episode vlog won't go far. Or, your topic can be about something more 
personal: Local city politics, your favorite sports team or anything that happens to get you talk-
ing.

Be sure to keep the time limit to a reasonable length. A few minutes of riveting content is far bet-
ter than a long, diluted rambling bore. Some of the most successful vlogs are only a scant few 
minutes in duration. Try a few practice vlogs to get used to speaking on camera, get the technical 
steps down and to explore some creative options before committing your video to the internet.

Also, it's a good idea to outline your talk or production. Even a short time spent planning out 
shots, editing, talking points and other elements of the vlog will pay off when it comes time to 
piece all of the vlog together for final distribution. During your recording, keep the notes just out 
of sight and subtly refer to them to keep the momentum going and the interest level high.

Toys for Talk
So, what gear is needed in order to make your vlog? Chances are pretty good you have the 
equipment sitting around right now. Turns out, not much is needed at all. The simplest setup 
would have a camera on a tripod (at eye level) focused and framed by a helper. Add a little wig-
gle room by pulling the frame out a little wider than you would normally like it to be. As you 
speak and start gesturing and really get into it, you'll find yourself moving around and you'll 
really need that extra space. If your camera has a flip-out LCD screen, open it up and pivot the 
screen so it faces you and you're able to keep yourself in frame. 



To improve the audio quality, plug in an external microphone (optional, but highly recom-
mended) and clip it to your lapel or set it up on a mic stand no more than 12 inches from your 
mouth. Test the quality before speaking by recording a short talk of a few seconds duration and 
review to be certain of crisp, clean audio.

Edit the video using your choice of video editing software. Even the most basic software will 
usually have enough features to provide a good result. Add an introductory sequence with titles 
and music to give your production a professional look and feel. Don't make it too long- keep it 
short, say under 15 seconds - because your viewer wants to see what you have to say and not a 
long introduction. During the body of your vlog, remember to add elements like photos, other 
video, titles of guest and websites and finally, a short ending sequence to conclude the vlog 
cleanly.

A more basic and direct way to record your vlog is to use the webcam that came with your com-
puter. This records the video and audio directly into the computer, eliminating the step needed to 
ingest the video into the computer from the external camera in the first example. The video result 
is not the higher quality available on a stand-alone camera. It's highly recommended that you 
purchase a USB microphone to ensure the highest quality audio possible. Once complete, use the 
editing program to tidy up the vlog for final distribution.

Quite a Sight
Remember that a vlog is a visual medium and you need to think it through as one. If you were 
shooting a video interview (and what is a vlog but a video self-interview?), you would think 
about the lighting and the background. A vlog requires the same thought. Make sure that your 
face is more brightly lit than the surrounding background with no bright lamps or windows be-
hind you, either. It's a good idea to turn these off or dim them considerably. Don't trust the glow 
of the screen to provide illumination; it's simply not strong enough to get the job done. A good 
tip is to plant a bright lamp, bulb or other light source just behind the camera as it points at you. 
Check the camera or computer screen for a quality check. Remember, the better the quality going 
in, the less you have to correct in the computer later.

Additionally, give a quick thought to the background. A cluttered basement or bedroom is just 
too much of a distraction for the average viewer. They might find themselves trying to figure if 
that is really a troll collection behind you or just a bunch of colorful fluff. Try cleaning up or hid-
ing the mess. Think about hanging a blanket behind you or even go full throttle and build a 
background that matches the topic of your discussion. For example, if your blog is about old 
cars, you might want to set up the camera in the garage with a 1955 Chevy in the background. 
Gardening? Go outside into the tomato patch, weather permitting.

Getting it Out There
You can make all of the vlogs you want, but until someone is able to see it, what's the point? The 
good news is that it's pretty easy to get your masterpiece out to the public at large. There are 
plenty of free sites available to distribute your finished product to anyone who is interested in 
seeing it. One of the most popular sites is the ubiquitous YouTube. Simply follow the instructions 
and upload your completed movie file to the site. Write a comprehensive description with tags 
and make sure you tell everyone you know to go watch it.



You can also use a service that will host your vlog. Blogger.com will allow you to upload your 
vlog and provide you with a website that you send people to when you are ready to have people 
enjoy your finished product. You'll be able to surround your vlogs with written postings, photos, 
links, bios and other data that your audience might find useful - and all for nothing. The site 
makes money by surrounding your vlogs with small advertisements. Blogger.com is also filled 
with tutorials and helpful tips to assist you in attracting an audience. After all, the more people 
you draw, the more money they make, so it's in their best interest for them to help you succeed.

According to the author what are your only limitations to Vlogs?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

According to the author should your topic be broad (general) or specific?_______________

Why does the author recommend this?_____________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

What are four pieces of equipment you need to make a Vlog?

____________________________________      _______________________________________

____________________________________      _______________________________________

If you have good quality lighting the less of what do you have to correct?________________

Which of the following is the best (most complete) summary of this article? Circle the letter 
of the best summary.

A. Vlog means a web log that tells everything there is to know about a topic. The only equipment 
needed is your webcam, it’s that easy. You can make one without planning or rehearsing and it 
will turn out just fine because it is a Vlog. 

B. The Vlog is a combination of a blog and video. In a Vlog you want to have a specific topic 
that is rehearsed and brief. The equipment needed for a Vlog is a computer, camera, tripod, ex-
ternal microphone and video editing software. Good Vlogs have backgrounds that match the con-
tent of the blog and are uncluttered. There are numerous ways to market your Vlog to reach 
many viewers.

C. Vlogs are better than Blogs because they contain video and text. Vlogs are cheap and easy to 
make. Be careful with audio and messy backgrounds. 


